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MMOONNOOGGRRAAPPHHSS  

Forthcoming (2019):  
Taming the Poisonous: Mercury, Toxicity, and Safety in Tibetan Medical Practice. 
Series on Transculturality. Heidelberg University Publishing. 

  
2012  Long Lives and Untimely Deaths: Life-span Concepts and Longevity Practices 

among Tibetans in the Darjeeling Hills, India. Leiden: Brill Academic 
Publishers.  
362pp.  
ISBN13:  9789004217034 
http://www.brill.com/long-lives-and-untimely-deaths 

 

  

EEDDIITTEEDD  VVOOLLUUMMEESS  

2013 (2014): Special issue editor Asian Medicine: Tradition and Modernity. Special 
Issue: Mercury in Ayurveda and Tibetan Medicine. vol. 8.1, Leiden: Brill 
Academic Publishers. 239 pp. 
ISSN: 1573-420X 
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/15734218/8/1 

 
in preparation (Spring 2019): Special issue editor (with Jan van der Valk): Himalaya, the 

Journal of the Association for Nepal and Himalayan Studies. Special issue on 
Materiality, Efficacy, and the Politics of Potent Substances across Asia. 
 

AARRTTIICCLLEESS  IINN  PPEEEERR--RREEVVIIEEWWEEDD  JJOOUURRNNAALLSS  

2019 forthcoming: The Buddhist-Medical Interface in Tibet: Black Pill Traditions in Transformation. 
Religions (Special Issue: “Buddhist Medicine in India, Tibet, and Mongolia,” edited by Vesna 
Wallace). 

2019 forthcoming: Potency of Tradition: Processing Turquoise, Coral, and Pearl in Sowa Rigpa. 
Himalaya (Special Issue: Materiality, Efficacy, and the Politics of Potent Substances across Asia. 
edited by Barbara Gerke and Jan van der Valk. 39 (1). 

2018 The Signature of Recipes: Authorship, Intertextuality and the Epistemic Genre of Tibetan 
Formulas. Revue d’Etudes Tibétaines 45: 178-220. http://www.sfemt.fr/publication-de-la-
revue-detudes-tibetaines-n-45/ 

2017 Tibetan Precious Pills as Therapeutics and Rejuvenating Longevity Tonics. History of Science in 
South Asia 5.2 [Proceedings of AyurYog Workshop, Rejuvenation, longevity, immortality. Perspectives 
on rasāyana, kāyakalpa and bcud len practices, Vienna 2016]. edited by Dagmar Wujastyk. 
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2016 with Sienna Craig: Naming and Forgetting: Sowa Rigpa and the Recognition of Asian Medical 
Systems Medicine Anthropology Theory 3 (2): 87-122. 

2015: Biographies and Knowledge Transmission of Mercury Processing in Twentieth Century Tibet. 
Special issue on ‘Medical Mercury: A Global Commodity in Transition,’ ed. D. Wujastyk. 
Asiatische Studien 9(4), 867-899. DOI :10.1515/asia-2015-1041. 

2015:  with Blaikie, C., S. Craig, and T. Hofer. Co-Producing Efficacious Medicines: Collaborative 
Event Ethnography with Himalayan and Tibetan Sowa Rigpa Practitioners. Current 
Anthropology 56(2): 178-205. DOI: 10.1086/680464. 

2015:  The Poison of Touch: Tracing Mercurial Treatments of Syphilis in Tibet. Social History of 
Medicine. 28(3): 532-54. DOI: 10.1093/shm/hkv016. 

2015:  Moving from Efficacy to Safety: A Changing Focus in the Study of Asian Medical Systems. 
Journal of the Anthropological Society of Oxford (JASO), special issue on Medical Anthropology at 
Oxford: The First Decade and Beyond, eds. E. Hsu, S. Ulijaszek, C. Potter, 7(3): 370-384. ISSN: 
2040-1876. Open access at: http://www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/publications/jaso/previous-
issues/jasoonline-2011/  

2013 (2014): The Social Life of Tsotel: Processing Mercury in Contemporary Tibetan Medicine, in Asian 
Medicine: Tradition and Modernity. Special Issue: Mercury in Ayurveda and Tibetan Medicine, 
special issue editor B. Gerke, 8(1): 120-152. DOI: 10.1163/15734218-12341287. 

2013 (2014): Editorial. in Asian Medicine: Tradition and Modernity. Special Issue: Mercury in Ayurveda and 
Tibetan Medicine, special issue editor B. Gerke, 8(1):1-14. DOI: 10.1163/15734218-12341285. 

2012 (2013): ‘Treating the Aged’ and ‘Maintaining Health’: Locating bcud len Practices in the ‘Four 
Tantras’. JIABS Journal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies 35:329-362. DOI:	
10.2143/JIABS.35.1.3078168 

2012  Treating Essence with Essence: Re-inventing bcud len as Vitalising Dietary Supplements in 
Contemporary Tibetan Medicine. Asian Medicine: Tradition and Modernity 7(1):196-224. DOI: 
10.1163/15734218-12341248. 

BBOOOOKK  CCHHAAPPTTEERRSS  

forthcoming. Material Presentations and Cultural Drug Translations of Contemporary Tibetan Precious 
Pills. In Knowledge and Context in the Tibetan Medical Tradition. PIATS 2016: Tibetan Studies: 
Proceedings of the Fourteenth Seminar of the International Association for Tibetan Studies, Bergen, 
2016, edited by William McGrath. Leiden: Brill. Submitted 1.6.2018. 

forthcoming. Allegiance to whose community? Effects of Men-Tsee-Khang policies on the role and 
identity of amchi in the Darjeeling Hills. In Healing at the Periphery: Ethnographies of Tibetan 
Medicine in India, edited by S. Kloos and L Pordié. Durham: Duke University Press. Submitted 
1.8.2018. 

2017   with  F. Ploberger. Jewels in Medicines: On the Processing and Efficacy of Precious Pills 
According to the Four Treatises. In Buddhism and Medicine: An Anthology of Premodern Sources, 
edited by P. Salguero. New York: Columbia University Press, 583-592. 

2017   with  F. Ploberger. The Final Doubt and the Entrustment of Tibetan Medical Knowledge. In 
Buddhism and Medicine: An Anthology of Premodern Sources, edited by P. C. Salguero. New York: 
Columbia University Press, 593-601. 

2016 When ngülchu is not mercury: Tibetan taxonomies of metals. In Soulless Matter, Seats of Energy. 
Metals, Gems and Minerals in South Asian Religions and Culture, edited by F. Ferrari and T. 
Dähnhardt. Sheffield and Bristol: Equinox, 116-140. 

2016 Buddhist Healing and Taming in Tibet. In Oxford Handbook of Contemporary Buddhism, edited 
by M. Jerryson. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 576-590. 
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2015 Of Matas, Jhakris, and other Healers: Fieldnotes on a Healing Event in Kalimpong, India, 
2004. In Tibetan and Himalayan Healing: An Anthology for Anthony Aris, eds. C. Ramble, U. 
Rösler. Vajra Publications, Kathmandu. 

2014   The Art of Tibetan Medical Practice. In Bodies in Balance: The Art of Tibetan Medicine, ed. T 
Hofer. The Rubin Museum of Art, New York in association with University of Washington 
Press, Seattle and London, 16-31. 

2013  On the ‘Subtle Body’ and ‘Circulation’ in Tibetan Medicine. In Religion and the Subtle Body in 
Asia and the West: Between Mind and Body, eds. G. Samuel and J. Johnston, London and New 
York: Routledge, 83-99. 

2012  Introduction: Challenges of Translating Tibetan Medical Texts and Medical Histories. In 
Wurzeltantra und Tantra der Erklärungen, aus “Die Vier Tantra der Tibetischen Medizin”, ed. F. 
Ploberger, Schiedlberg, Austria: Bacopa Verlag, 17-29. 

2012 Einleitung: Herausforderungen beim Übersetzen von tibetischen Medizintexten und –
geschichten. In Wurzeltantra und Tantra der Erklärungen, aus “Die Vier Tantra der Tibetischen 
Medizin”, ed. F. Ploberger, Schiedlberg, Austria: Bacopa Verlag, 30-43. 

2011  Correlating Biomedical and Tibetan Medical Terms in Amchi Medical Practice. In Medicine 
Between Science and Religion: Explorations on Tibetan Grounds, eds. V. Adams, M. Schrempf, S. 
Craig. Berghahn Books, Oxford, New York, 127-52.  

2010  Tibetan Treatment Choices in the Context of Medical Pluralism in the Darjeeling Hills. In 
Studies of Medical Pluralism in Tibetan History and Society. PIATS 2006: Proceedings of the 11th 
Seminar of the International Association for Tibetan Studies, Königswinter 2006, eds. S. Craig, M. 
Cuomu, F. Garrett, M. Schrempf. International Institute for Tibetan and Buddhist Studies 
GmbH, Andiast, Switzerland, 337-76. 

2010  The Multivocality of Ritual Experiences: Long-Life Empowerments among Tibetan 
Communities in the Darjeeling Hills, India. In “The Varieties of Ritual Experience,” section IV of 
“Ritual Dynamics and the Science of Ritual. Volume II - Body, Performance, Agency, and Experience.” 
(eds. Axel Michaels et al.), eds. J. Weinhold, G. Samuel. Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, 423-41. 

2007 Engaging the Subtle Body: Re-approaching bla Rituals among Himalayan Tibetan Societies. In 
Soundings in Tibetan Medicine: Anthropological and Historical Perspectives, Proceedings of the 10th 
Seminar of the International Association for Tibetan Studies (IATS) Oxford 2003, ed. M Schrempf. 
Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden, 191-212. 

1993 Tibetische Heilkunst (The Tibetan Art of Healing), co-author: Klaus Jork, In Alternativen in der 
Medizin: Behandlungsformen zwischen Wissenschaft und Empirie (Alternatives in Medicine: Forms of 
Treatment between Science and Empiricism), ed. K. Jork, Hippokrates Verlag, Stuttgart, 205-20. 

 

RREEPPOORRTTSS//WWEEBBSSIITTEE  CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONNSS  

2017 (December) 100th Anniversary Celebrations of the Men–Tsee–Khang - Dharamsala, India. 
Himalaya: the Journal of the Association for Nepal and Himalayan Studies: 37(2): 124-126. 
Available at: http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/himalaya/vol37/iss2/19 
A longer version of the report will appear in The Tibet Journal, 2018 (submitted 5.9.2017). 

2014 Healthy and Harmful Mercury. Asia & Europe Bulletin 3, 10-11. 
2014 IASTAM (International Association for the Study of Traditional Asian Medicine) Conference: 

Beyond Integration: Reflections on Asian Medicines in the 21st Century. Himalaya, the Journal of 
the Association for Nepal and Himalayan Studies 33 (1 & 2):117-118. 
http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2093&context=himalaya 
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BBOOOOKK  RREEVVIIEEWWSS    

In press (2018): Review of “The Patient Multiple: An Ethnography of Healthcare and Decision Making 
in Bhutan.” by Jonathan Taee, 2017. Anthropos. 

2017 Review of “Religion, Medicine and the Human Embryo in Tibet” by Frances Garrett, 
London/New York 2008. Traditional South Asian Medicine 9: 248-253. 

2016 Review of “Being Human in a Buddhist World: An Intellectual History of Medicine in Early 
Modern Tibet” by Janet Gyatso. Himalaya, the Journal of the Association for Nepal and Himalayan 
Studies 36 (1):196-198.  
http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2286&context=himalaya 

2016 Review of “The social life of Tibetan biography. The Social Life of Tibetan Biography: 
Textuality, Community, and Authority in the Lineage of Tokden Shakya Shri” by Amy 
Holmes-Tagchungdarpa. Asian Highlands Perspective 40: 395-402.  

2014  “Manufacturing Tibetan Medicine: The Creation of an Industry and the Moral Economy of 
Tibetanness” by Martin Saxer. Current Anthropology 55 (1). 

2013  “Body& Spirit: Tibetan Medical Paintings” by Laila Williamson and Serinity Young (eds.). 
Museum Anthropology 36: 87-88. 

2010-11  “Modern and Global Ayurveda: Pluralism and Paradigms” by Dagmar Wujastyk and 
Frederick M. Smith (eds). In Asian Medicine: Tradition and Modernity, eds. Vivienne Lo and 
Geoffrey Samuel, Brill Academic Publishers: Leiden, 6(1): 167-70. 

2009  “Kalte Kräuter und heisse Bäder: Die Anwendung der Tibetischen Medizin in den Klöstern 
Amdos“ (“Cold Herbs and Hot Baths: The Application of Tibetan Medicine in Amdo 
Monasteries“) by Katherina Saberning. Asian Medicine: Tradition and Modernity, eds. Vivienne 
Lo and Geoffrey Samuel, Brill Academic Publishers: Leiden, 5(1): 213-15. 

2009  Dreaming of Tibet (2006) a documentary film by Will Parrinello and John Antonelli. In 
Anthropology Review Database: http://wings.buffalo.edu/ARD. 

2009  “Ethnography as Commentary” by Johannes Fabian. In Anthropology Review Database: 
http://wings.buffalo.edu/ARD. 

2008  “Tibetan Medicine in the Contemporary World” by L. Pordié (ed.), Asian Medicine: Tradition 
and Modernity, eds. Vivienne Lo and Geoffrey Samuel, Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden, 4(1): 
256-258. 

2006 “Testosterone Dreams: Rejuvenation, Aphrodisia, Doping” by J. Hoberman. Journal of Biosocial 
Science, University of Cambridge, 38: 843-44. 

2005 “Fluent Bodies: Ayurvedic Remedies for Postcolonial Imbalance” by Jean M. Langford, Duke 
University Press 2002. Journal of Biosocial Science, University of Cambridge, 37: 125-27. 

2004 “Traditional Medicine in Asia” by R. R. Chaudhury, Uton M. Rafei (eds.) World Health 
Organisation, New Delhi, 2002, The National Medical Journal of India: 17 (1) January/February, 
43-44.  

2002 “Plural Medicine, Tradition and Modernity, 1800-2000” by Waltraud Ernst (ed.), Routledge, 
London, New York, 2002, Asian Medicine: Newsletter of International Association for the Study of 
Traditional Asian Medicine (IASTAM).  

2001 “Klassische Tibetische Medizin (Classical Tibetan Medicine)” by Dr. Tendhon Amipa-Desam, 
reviewed for Shambala Publications, Boston, MA, USA. 

2000 “Tibetan Medicine–The Buddhist Way of Healing” by Dr. Dolkar Khangkar, AyurVijnana 7: 
72-78. 


