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SOCILL ANTHROPOLOGY LOGY LT OXFORD

Introduction

These notes ney be of interest to past, present and future

- students at the Institute of Social Anthropology. Further

‘details will be found in the following articles and
nenoranda, from which nost of the facts cited have been
taken:

1. E.E., Evans-Pritchard 'The Institute of Social
: » Lnthropology'!, The Oxford
Magazine, April 26, 1951.

2. .. e .i 'The Teaching of Social
' . Anthropology at Oxford',
‘Man, 1959, 180.

3. dnthropology at Oxford, Holywell Press; 1953, :
Menmorandun to the Genor@l Board on 'the Professorship

of Socigl Anthropology' subniitted by representatlves

of the Paculty Board of finthropology and Geography,1969.

4, - Proposod new Honour School of Anthropology:
omnuniCQtlon fron thc General Board, 1949. -

’ Pos1tlon in the unlver51tx

W1thout going into the conmplicated structure of the
university - Convocation, Congregation, General Board and
all that - this note should suffice. When Tylor lectured
he presunably did so (as Keeper of the University Museun)
to the few who were interested enough to attend, nostly
ladies. When Marett became Reader in Social Anthropology
in 1910 I suppose he lectured in that capacity to those
who registered for the Diploma in inthropology, the
University having given its recognition of the existence
of the subject by the setting up of the Diplona in 1905
(the first cxanination was held in the acadenic year
1907-08) under a Cormittee for inthropology. This was the
first course in Anthropology in = British university. In
1914 Social Iinthropology was recognized as 'the Departnent
of Social inthropology' with adninistrative and financial
- autonony.  Radecliffe~Brown changed, I think to no purpose,
its title to 'the Institute of Social Inthropology' by so
heading its notepaper. So we arc an Institute in nane, but
I suppose that we are in reqlity o Departnent of the

. Faculty. of hnthropology and Geography. _ _

In 1938 the Committee for Inthropology and the Board
of Studies for Geography (together with the Cormittee for
Geography) were joined together to form a new Faculty, the

. Paculty of .nthropology and Geogrqphy This seens to hev
becn done for adninistrative convenience rather than for
acadenic reasons, for the only acadenic association has
been that Ethnology is an optional paper in the Geography
Prelininary Exanination. Llthough we are nuncrically one
of the largest 'schools' in the University, Social

" Inthropology heas a very nodest representation on the
‘Faculty Board: one statutory nember (the Professor) and one
eleécted, in effect noninated, menber. This is because
Ethnology, Physical Anthropology(Human Biology) and
Lrchacology count as 'inthropology' since they were grouped
together with Social Lnthropology in”the/gld’Diploma in
Lnthropology.

/
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One or the other of our two representatives on the Board, or
both, is, or are, on the Lpplications Cormittee of the Board
which meets before the Board sits and advises the Board on
adrnissions and on the appointment of exaniners.

Therc are two Sub-Facultics of the Faculty, those of
nthropology and Geography, and everybody teaching” the one or
. the other subject ('Anthropology' in the sense as given above)
. belongs to the respective Sub-Faculty. Thesc are prlmarlly
consultative Bodices to which . the Board refers certain natters
for consideration and guidance; though I suppose that there is
nothing to prevent a Sub-Faculty initiating a discussion on
any natter, Nornally the Sub-Faculty of Anthropology neets
once a term. ;

“ Since 1969 student consultative cormittees have been
set up for the four corpdiient departnents of the Sub-Faculty
of Lnthropology. The comnittce for social anthropology at
present includes three research students at the Institute,
elected by their fellow students, and representatives of this
corriittee attend neetings of the Sub-Faculty for the discussion
of curricular and other natters relating to the running of the

Institute. , -

, ncoomnodatlon :
Tylor taught. at. the Pltt-Rlvers Museun; Marett taught first

. at BExeter College and then from.1914 in the adjacent 'Barnett

House' at the cormer of the Broad and the Turl. .In 1922 he
noved the Department across the Broad to 'fcland House!, a
building next to Blackwell's ‘bookshop. It was there that I
joined it. Then in 1937, when 'Acland House' was pulled

down in the -denolitions to make roonm for thée New Bodleian,we
were housed with the School of Geography at the corner of
Mansfield and Jowett Walk, The Geographers soon needed the
whole building for thenselves and we were also cranped, so in
1948 we nigrated once nore, this time to Museun House, Tylor's
-0ld hone, -in South Parks Road. Museun House was pulled down
in the acadenic year of 1951-52 to allow an oxtension for
Inorganic Chenistry and we noved to 11l Keble Road, once the
home of Spooner, the arch-eneny, according to Tylor of
anthropology. By this tine, however, staff and students had

go increased in nunbers that we had to ask for rore space and
in 1966 were allotted our present abode, 51 and 53 Banbury Road.

Teachlng Staff

What is now known as Soc1al Anthropology was taught at Oxford
under the general title of Inthropology by Tylor from 1883,

On hig retirement in 1908 his work.was. continued by Marett
(later Rector of Excter College), who frorm 1910 held a
University Readership in Social. lnthropology.  On his
retirenent a University Chair in Social Lnthropology was
instituted through the generosity of 411l Souls, to which
College the Chair was attached. Radcliffe-Brown was elected
to it in 1937. (He was absent in Brazil from 1942 +to 1944).

I succeeded hin in 1946 and I vacate the Chair this year(l970)
Ls far as social anthropology is concerned, Marett taught
gingle-handed till I joined hin in a rather insecure post of
Research-Lecturer in African Sociology at a salary of £300

in 19%5. When I was able to get out of the army in 1945 I
took up a Readership at Canbridge for a year and Fortes took
ny place at Oxford with a Lectureship (and the personal title-
of Reader); so when I took the Chair the staff consisted of
nyself, Fortes and a. Secretary-Librarian (Miss P.H. Puckle).
In 1947 we were joined by Gluckman and in 1948 by Srinivas. -
In 1949 Glucknan was elected.to the Chair at Marchester and
was replaced by Peristiany.In 1949 R.G. Lienhardt was
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appointed to a Lecturcship in the Institute, both Srinivas'
and his appointments being made by the Oriental Studios Board.
In the sane year, since it was no longer possible for one
person to act as both secretary and Librarian we obtained the
gervices of a part-tine Librarian (Mrs M. Sloss). In 1950
Fortes was elected to the Chair at Cambridge and Steiner took
his place. Lt the sane tine Miss Tew (now Professor Mary
Douglas) was appointed to a Lectureship (under the then
Connittee for Colonial Studies). So in 1951 the staff were
Evgng-Pritchard, Perigtiany, Srinivas, Lienhardt, Steiner

an ew, . "

In 1951 Srinivas left to take a Chair at the University
of Baroda and Dumont took his place. Miss Tew also left (to
get married) and Bohannan took her place. In 1953 we
suffored a great loss in Steiner's death, His place was taken
by Beattie. In 1955 Dunont resigned to talke a Chair in Paris
and Pocock took his place. In 1956 Bohannan left us to take a
" Chair in U.S... and was succecded by Needhar. In 1961, after
nany years of devoted service to the Institute, Miss Puckle
- retired as sccretary and was replaced by Miss Edmed, who left
in the following year. Miss iAllaway joined us as secretary
to the Institute in 1962. In 1963 Peristiany resigned to take
up the Dircctorship of the Social Sciences Centre in Athens,
Ardener took his place, In the sane year P.AL. Lienhardt was
~appointed to a Faculty Lectureship in Middle Eastorn Sociology

(an appointment made jointly by the University and St. Lntony's
College) in which capacity he beeane a menmber of our Institute.
Aftoer nany years of notable service Mrs. Sloss resigned as
- librarian, - In 1966 Pocock resigned to become Rcader in

- Social Anthropology at the University.of Sussex. Jain took
~ his place. From that time to now the.teaching staff has
renained the sane. Our present Librarian, Miss /[nderson,
joined us in . 1968. . S - .

The Library - - v
Thoe library began with Tylor's personal collection of books
presented in 1911 and added to by his widow in 1917. It has
constantly been added to and the total library now conprises
gone 7,500 volunes. Included in this cstinmate is the Skeat
collection:of Indonesian books and manuscripts. There are
valuable runs of nany journals and a large nunmber of off-
prints and brochures based on the Solignan collection. The
care and naintenance of a library of this size is too much
for one librarian and we really nced an assistant, or at any
rate a part-tine assistant librarian. Ls befits a largely
research Institute, the books are all on open shelves and we
~ have sustained losses. It is difficult to know how these can
. be avoided without detriment to research. On the wholo the
- Tylor Library, and the Balfour Library of the Pitt Rivers
Museun: supplenent rather than duplicate each other.

. Nupber of Students _ L
Before the second European war there were never rnore than
about 10 students, and often fewer than ten. 4L few figures
will show how considerably the nunber has increased since.
- For the years 1946 to 1951 therec was an average annual total
of just under 43. Betwoen 1946 and 1958 the annual average
of students who sat for the Diploma in inthropology was 8,
for the degrec of B. Litt. and B.Sc. 18, and for the degree
of D, Phil. 15, giving a total averagc of 42 (excluding:
'recognized studentseﬁ. During the period 1961 to 1968
there were 185 candidates for the Diploma. Since 1949
143 students at the Institute have been awarded the degree
of B, Litt. or B.Sc., and during the sane pecriod 83
dissertations for the degree of D, Phil. have been success-

. fully submitted. I should add that it is not just that the

nunber of students has increased but that, in ny estimation,
their intellectual and scholarly standard has, on the whole,
risen also.
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, For various reasons the University has had to restrict
its inteke of students, and Boards, Colleges and Institutes
(like ours) have been told that they ney not take in nore
Students than the quota allotted to them. We have about a 30
intake, though we can go up to 36. As it is very exceptional-

. for us to pernmit a new gtudent to register for = B,Litt.

(or. B.Sc.) or D. Phil. without having first taken the Diploma
thls neans that the quota is nore or less for the Diplona.

Dlstrlbutlon of Students ‘

Having in nind that we should contribute not only to Oxford
but also to scholarship in a wider. world we have always

-~ welconed students fron forelgn countrics and a fair nunber

have come to us from EBurope, the nnorlcas,'usia, ifrica,
Canada, fustralia. and, New Zealand. The provenance .of
candidates for the Diplona in Soesial Anthropology in the

years 1961 = 1968 was Oxford 45; other British Universities
44;.U.8.4. 39; other Overseas Universities 46; others llpainly
total 185, The 45 who took their degrees at’ Oxford were /fron
the humanities or seml-hunanltles, .and ,this has been the

case 31nce the Diplona was flrst 1nst1tuted.

Courses and degrees

‘We .are a postgraduate departinent; so all students who come to us
have already a degree in one or other subject. We advise all
. students, whatever their hcadenic background to take the
Diplonia in Social Anthropology = a year's course (though
occasionally a nan will take two years over it). Sone stop
at this point. Others spend a second year in working for the
degree. of B,Iitt. or B.Sc.), (our Board pernits a nen to
work for elther)from literary scurces, and this is so common
that we are inclined to regard the Diploma year and the B.ILitt.
(or B.Sc.) year as a single two year course. The B.Litt.
requirenents are a thesis and a written paper based on the
thesis. Those who wish to continue, with the intention of
neking a career in social anthropology, then work for a D,
Phil. degree, usually;based on field~research, which
" generally entails 2 years in the field and a further year
for writing a thesis for the Doctorship. Thus a profe531onal
 training takes about 5 years.
Pron tine to time we have what are called 'Recognlzed
Students'. These are persons of senior status who reside in
the university for a short tite and are not registered for a
degree but are permitted to attend lectures, use libraries,
and so forth, as though they were. ‘

- Tylor had tried to get a degree exanination for
anthropology but his projcct was: rejected by the University,
rmch to. his chagrin. I and others spent four years in
drawing up a syllabus for an honour. School, but in 1949 the
proposal was rejected again, this time’ alnost nen, con.by
the General Board, I nust confess that I was ruch relieved
when it was turned down. I believe that we are the best,

and best-known, postgraduate school in the world and I thlnk
we can be happy if we can remain so. It is possible that the
new Honour School in the .Human Sciences will develop into
sonething like a School: of Lnthropology. It is well, however,
that we are going to partlcipete in it withow?® loss of our
autonony.

Diplomas

Until recently ‘the Diploma was a comblned course of Social
inthropology with Physical fLnthropology, Ethnology,
Conparative Technology and Prehistoric Archaeology. The

. exanination papers. were however heavily weighted in favour of
Social inthropology (three papers on Social inthropology, one
general paper on all subjects, a presc:;bed area paper
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(mainly Social Anthropology), an essay, a practical ( in
technology) and a viva voce); and the great najority of
students have alrnost always:begn primarily interssted in

that subject. As each and all of these subjects expanded it
becane obvious that they could not continue to be combined
in a one year's Diploma course save on a very superficial
level. Sc in 1965 we were split up, though still under the
general title of 'Anthropology and Prehistoric Archaeology!,
into four separate Diplomas: Human Biology, Prchistoric
Archaeology, Ethnology and 8001al Anthropology. This was not
entirely what we wanted but it was all that could be obtained
at the tine and was a move in’ the right direction.

. The paperg in the Socizal Anthropology Diploma examination
now are: (1) History, Theory and Relation to other Disciplines,
(2) Ecology, Economics and Technology, (3) Kinship, Descent
and Marriage, (4) Political and Jural Relwtlons ?5 Ritual
and Symbolisn, (6) Prescribed Area or Topic, (7 Essay.

- There is also a viva. voce.

Supervlslon

The Institute practises the tutorial systen traditional in
the university, that is to say that each of the Diploma ‘gtudents
writes an essay for-his !'tutor' (now called his !supervisor')
once a week and receives individual ingtruction in what used
to be called a ‘'private hour'. The teaching staff have always
divided up the Dlplona students botween them, and since the
load of teachlng is heavy (added to by one of the staff being
ugually absent in a sabbatical year) the Professor has taken
hls share of 1nstructlon..chh tutor decides for himself what
lectures he shall advertise in the University Gazette. There
is no attenpt at plannlng, but it works .out that we more or
less cover the Diploma topics. During the first two terms
seninars are held, and we usually get anthropologists fronm
outside to give the papers.
B.Litt., B.Sc., and D. Phil, students receive such guidance
- ag they require and ask for, on their reading and in the
writing of theses for examination. They are divided among the
‘teaching staff in accordance with their special interests.

Scholﬁrshlp

We are not very well off for these. The oldest 'is the Coltart
Scholarship in Anthropology which is in the gift of Exeter
College, of which the successful. candidate becomes a menber,
It is awarded for a year in.the first instance but can be
extended. It is worth. about £150. The Bagby Bequest which
cones under the Fqculty Board, is for research in urban,
literate cultures in accordance with anthropological
principles and methods., It is worth about £750 a year and is
renewable up to three years in 2l1l. ITastly, the Ionma
Evans~Pritchard Scholarship . is. (in .consultation with the
Profedsor of' Social Anthropology) in the gift of St. Anne's
College. It is for a woman cornducting research in the field
of African studies and woxking for,an Oxford degree, and it
is at present advertised at £400 a year,.and like the other
scholarships is renewable. The only other university: -
resource we have to help a student is our. Graduate Assistant-
ship worth £500 a year. This post in the Institute requires
certain duties to be performed, but nay be regarded more ox
less as a scholarshi
Another gcholarship ?worth about £3,000). whlch should be
vnentloned here is the Swan Fellowshlp awarded by the Curator
of the Pitt Rivers Museun.in consultation with the Professor
of Social Anthropology and’ the Reader in Phys1cal 4Anthropology,
for Studies in connexion with the Batwa, which is to say for
research among the pygry and pigmoid. peoples. Since this.
- scholarship was accepted by the University in 1955 it has
been given to ethno-archaeologists and not to students of
ex1sting peoples.
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- The Social.Science Research Council has ten subject
committees, one of which is for social anthropology. Candidates
for the Diploma and the B.Litt. are eligible for quota and
pool awards., In 1968. twelve awards were made but only ten
were taken up, In 1969 eleven awards were made.

Publloatlons'

‘The only official Unlvers1ty'ser1es (comlng under the
direction of the Faculty Board) is Oxford Monographs on. Social
Anthropology. ‘This was started im 1957 and is restricted to
‘theses of unusual merit, So far six volumes have ‘been
published and there are a number awaiting publlcatlon. What
might be called a gemi-official series, since it is published
by the Clarendon (University)Press, and is in effect run by

- our Institute, is the Oxford Library of African Literature.
The first volume in the series was published in 1964; 15
volumes have since appeared. There are others on their way.

I might add that though there is no direct institutional
relationship between the Institute of Social Anthropology

and the Clarendon Press there has always been a close

personal relationship between members of the Institute and the
Press, both as publishers and as friends. Under this heading

I rmust also mention the recent venture of some of our students,
the Journal of the inthropological Society of Oxford. - -

It should also be mentioned that the Professor began in the
acadenic year of 1946-4T7 to subnmit to the University a brief
annual report on the activities of the Institute and this is
now expected of him and .is. publlshed at the end of Trinity

- Term in the University Gazette.

Relatlons with other dlscigllnes

I think I may say that we are now, after some strained periods,
on good terms, both acaderic and personal, with our colleagues
at the Pitt Rlvers Museun (Bthnology and Prehistoric
Archaeology). Co-operation might be closer' if the Museuin had
a new building in which it could display its nagnificent
collections to better purpose. We are also on good terms with
the Professor of Race Relations and the Reader in Physical
Anthropology, and also with our colleagues at the School of
Geography.

Our Institute and its members have a long record of co-
operation with other humane disciplines, and several of us

", have supervised postgraduate students working under the

direction of other Boards, e.g. Theology, Litt. Hun., History
and Social Studies. In the past we had ruch to do with the
teaching of Cadets and Officers in the Sudan and Colonial
Services. .This stream has dried up, but something perhaps
-more important has taken its place.‘ Social Anthropology is

a compulsory paper in the B, Phil.. in Indian Studies. It.1s

a. scheduled subject in the B.Phil. in. Latin-inerican Studies.
In the. proposals for the B.Phil, in Modeéern. South Asiamn
Studies the schedule of Subjects includes Social Anthropology.
Social.Anthr0pology is a subject.in the schedule of the
proposed B,Phil. in African Studies, As carlier. mentioned it
will also partlcipate 1n the new. Honour School 1n the

Hunan 301ences. :

Lectures

The Frazer Lecture on some social qnthropology subject is
delivered at Oxford every four years (at Cambridge, Glasgow
and Liverpool in the other years). The Vice-Chancellor has
always consulted me, in effect asked me, to nominate the
Lecturer. The Marett Lecture oh. some social anthropology
subject is delivered at Exeter College every third year (in
the intervening years it is delivered on a philosophical or
archaeological subject). I ha¥e usually been consulted by the
Rector of the College. The annual Myres Memorial Lecture is
given in rotation on a subject within the’ field of ancient
history, Europcan and Near Eastern archaeology, historical
geography and ethnology, with special reference to
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Mediterranearr lands. The lecture is delivered ewery other
year. I suppose that a social anthropologist could-be invited
to lecture under the title of 'ethnology' but so far no one
has been asked to do so. The Professor is not gx-officio a
nenber of the Board of Managenment, though he, or any of his
colleagues, could be appointed by the Faculty Board to serve
on it, as the Faculty Board nominates two of its nembers.

- A -
Stipendary Fellowships and Hon. Degrees

A1l Souls College now advertises each year Visiting Fellow-
ships for a year or six months, as those selected wish, The
Professor, as a Fellow of the College, nay put forward a nane,
but the conpetition is severe. There is no restriction with
regard to nationality. So far the only socizal anthropologist
to have been appointed is Prof. Fred Eggan (1970). The College
also from time to time advertises Research Fellowships and one
of the subjects listed in the advertisement is social
anthropology. 8o far no social anthropologist has been
awarded one of these Fellowships. Other colleges sometines
advertise Research Fellowships for which an anthropologist
night be eligible. The advertisenents appear in the University
Gazette (and sometimes elsewhere). Four such appointments
have recently been nade (at-St. Catherine's, St. Hugh's, New
College and Merton). Council decides who are to be given Hon.
degrees. ' So far the only social anthropologist who has been
honoured is Prof. Claude L&vi-Strauss. These degrees are
sparlngly given and any proposal has to be strongly backed

Extra—Institute Actlvities

Closely associated with the Instltute is - the Oxford
University Anthropological Society.. It was formally
constituted at a meeting in Exeter College in January 1909
and held its 500th neeting on Wednesday, 25th February,1953.
It is thus one of the oldest University societies. It holds
~about 10 neetings a year at which lectures are given. It

has recently (Hilary Tern,1970) brought out the first number

of the Journal of the Agthropologlcal Society of Oxford, the
editors of which are students at the Ingtitute. .
Appoimtments -

A1l I have to say on thls toplc is ‘that" since I have taught
at Oxford no student who endured the full course of his
acadenic career has failed to obtain a good post in a
departrent in a University, were he so ninded. I think that
these favourable circumstances still peéersist. During’ the
past 20 years 179 students have been awarded post-graduate
degrees- in Social Anthropology. Of these, over 20 now hold
appointnents at full professorial level and well over a

- further 100 hold Readerships or Lectureships. Between then
they have published nore than 70 books, as well as
innunerable articles, on a w1de range of subaects in ‘Social
Anthropology. ' : . .

E. E. Evens-Pritchard.




