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material from historically accurate information. Herculano's
attempts, in Eurico and, in different ways, in the other novels
and stories, to combine the imaginative and the factual give his
historical fiction its greatest claim to originality. It is for
this reason that Eurico is a much more interesting figure than
Scott's Black Knight. Richard is in disguise for political
purposes: he does not want to reveal his identity until he is
strong enough to challenge his brother John. The mystery does
not go beyond this. The mystery of Eurico is far more signifi-
cant, and his whole nature is profoundly ambiguous. Poised
between reality and unreality, life and death, he expresses the
dilemma of the historical novelist who wishes to recreate the
past but knows that to do so with total truthfulness is
impossible.
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